CMB Next Generation Fellowships

2008 Competition Announcement 

The CMB Next Generation Fellowships offer financial support for international study in the fields of health policy, health systems and population-based health sciences. The fellowships are intended to train a new generation of potential leaders in these health sciences fields in China.  Training in the clinical or biomedical sciences is not supported by these fellowships.
These fellowships are funded by the China Medical Board (www.chinamedicalboard.org), and administered by the Institute of International Education (IIE) (www.iie.org).  This announcement, and application forms for these fellowships, are available at www.iiebeijing.org/cmbnextgen.html.  

What the awards support

Support for Fellows will consist entirely of training abroad, in fulfillment of part or all of a degree program.  For master’s degree programs, Fellows would generally apply to a university outside of China for the full course of training, typically 12-24 months, and the degree would be provided by that university.  For doctoral degree programs, local Chinese universities would grant the degrees, and the CMB grant would finance a “sandwich program” component of 12-18 months spent abroad, to deepen skills through international experiences especially focused on dissertation research.  

We encourage universities and individuals to think flexibly about potential study paths.  As one example, young faculty members with Ph.D. or equivalent degrees from a Chinese institution might consider applying for a master’s degree from a university abroad in one of the fields especially supported by this program, as a complement to their present academic qualifications.
Who may apply

Applicants must be formally nominated by one of the 13 CMB partner universities: 
Central South University

China Medical University

Fudan University

Harbin Medical University

Jiujiang University Medical Center

Ningxia Medical College

Peking Union Medical College and CAMS

Peking University Health Science Center

Sichuan University

Tibet University Medical College

Xi'an Jiaotong University

Zhejiang University

Zhongshan (Sun Yat-Sen) University

Applicants must be under 40 years of age on the final application deadline of 1 December 2008 (i.e. born after 1 December 1968). 

Applicants should be committed to pursuing an academic career in China.  They will typically be graduates of medicine, nursing, public health, and other fields important to the study of health policy, health systems, or population-based health sciences.  They may be promising young faculty members currently doing teaching and research related to health policy, health systems or population-based health sciences, or students with various academic backgrounds.  Since health policy and health systems work is multidisciplinary, a wide range of skills and interests will be valuable, and therefore no rigid boundaries have been fixed regarding prior fields of study and experience.  

Criteria for selection of Fellows will include: academic excellence, demonstrated professional and personal integrity, devotion to the health care profession, leadership potential, commitment to the people they serve, and a social commitment to the broader community.  An independent selection panel of distinguished experts will review applications and interview semi-finalists.  

How to apply

The application process has two steps, involving both the individual applicant and the applicant's university.  
Step 1. Universities nominate applicants for this competition.  
Applications are by invitation only, based on a nomination from one of the 13 CMB partner universities.  
Individuals interested in applying should begin the process by asking their university to nominate them for this competition.  In doing so, they should first consider carefully whether they are prepared to commit in writing to return to China after completion of their studies.  Moreover, potential applicants must be ready to take immediate, proactive steps during the next few months: 
· to complete a rigorous and lengthy application to this fellowship program

· to complete an application to a graduate degree program in a university abroad

· to secure current, official test results for the GRE test
· to secure current, official test results for either the TOEFL or IELTS test
To qualify for this competition, official scores are required for the GRE, and for either the TOEFL or IELTS tests.  These scores must be available in time to support application to postgraduate study abroad in the coming academic year.  A typical deadline for application to graduate degree programs is in December 2008, and decisions can follow in just a couple of months.  Spaces are limited for tests in China.  Applicants who do not have current, official test scores are strongly encouraged to register now, especially for the GRE test.  
We require these tests primarily because they are needed in the school application process.  We do not have minimum score requirements.  Test scores are only one of many components of our overall review.  

Universities interested in nominating should begin the process by considering how to advertise this process among their own faculty and students, and considering how to make decisions about whom to nominate for this competitive opportunity.  Each university is invited to submit a University Nomination List of up to 10 individuals, no later than 15 September 2008.  As they make these nominations, university leaders should carefully consider whether they are prepared to commit in writing to support the career development of successful applicants upon return to China after completion of their studies.  During the application review process, the selection committee will review the level of university commitment to each nominee’s career development.  Evidence of such a commitment will be considered an important part of each application.
Up to seven individuals on each university's list will be invited to apply.  If more than seven nominations are made, any beyond the top seven individuals will have a ranked alternate status (1st Alternate, 2nd Alternate, etc.).  After all nominations are received, if some schools have invited less than seven individuals, alternates at other schools may be invited in ranked order from all participating universities until a pool of approximately 90 applicants is reached.
Step 2. Individuals apply by invitation.
Those who are invited through the nomination process will be provided with a set of application materials in late September and asked to prepare a full application for submission no later than 1 December 2008.  Further information about the application process will be provided at that time.
Contact us
Specific questions about management or logistics of this program should be directed to:

Ms. Ji Yingnan (及英男)

Program Officer

phone: (010) 6848-6213 ext. 23
Dr. Keith Clemenger

Director, Beijing Representative Office

phone: (010) 6848-6213 ext. 26

Institute of International Education (IIE) Beijing Representative Office

email: cmb@iiebeijing.org
fax: (010) 6848-6215

